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Part of the past president’s role is preserving the council’s history. Today I’d like to 
remind you of Blessed Irene Stefani- our Blessed from the Year of Mercy. Pembroke 
Diocese was gifted with Blessed Irene to pray for and learn about for the Year of Mercy 
project.  
 
Blessed Irene was a Consolata Missionary Sister from Italy who was sent to Africa to 
serve the people, first as a nurse in World War I British Military hospitals, then as a 
teacher in Kenya. She offered her life in service and was unafraid of where her journeys 
would take her. She was loved by the people she served and came to be known as 
“Nyaatha” or Mother of Mercy. As she journeyed on foot to care for the people, the 
boots she wore became a symbol of her service. 
 
Blessed Irene’s life embodied the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. She was a 
model for us as we consciously strove to live out the works of mercy in our daily lives.  
Blessed Irene said, “The Missionary is one who has a heart for loving, the hands for 
helping, the mouth for announcing. This is all.” 
 
We prayed for Blessed Irene Stefani in these words: 
God of Mercy, we thank you for the holy example of Blessed Irene Stefani. Known as 
“Nyaatha” or Mother of Mercy, she had a burning desire to spread the Gospel to 
everyone she met. May our lives be enriched by Your Gospel message and may we be 
inspired to imitate her in spreading Your love and mercy to the people in our lives, we 
pray, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Divine Mercy. Amen. 
 
Let us continue to pray for Blessed Irene Stefani and for her canonization. 


